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	ARMA Vancouver Island




President’s Message for 2009
This past chapter year has brought about a lot of change for ARMA Vancouver Island. The first and most publicly noticeable change is to our website. President-Elect, and webmaster Jon Weston put tireless hours into the development of our clean and streamlined new site, with plenty of feedback from the board.  Our home page features pictures of Vancouver Island, and they change regularly to showcase our fine locale.  Anyone wishing to display their picture can send it in to the webmaster. Displayed pictures are credited to their photographer in the bottom left corner of the home page, so send in your VI pics! 
This year has also brought about a bit of a shift in the way the VI board does business. Although we still formally meet about once a month, we have begun to function well via email. Discussions, brainstorming sessions, voting, and some more complicated tasks have been done by electronic means. Our logo redesign, for example, started with a few board members artistically expressing their vision on paper napkins, and bringing them to a board meeting. Those ideas were all scanned and emailed around, which got the gears turning. Many ideas were tossed about via email, before we started to work with a pin designer on some of the better ideas. Many, many (many!) rounds of opinionated changes later; we finally have our new logo. Proudly displaying our name, and what can only be described as a very Vancouver Island theme of ocean, island and trees, we are happy to have this new pin that visually describes us, while meeting ARMA International standards for chapter logos. 
Our most recent success story comes out of the ARMA Canada Conference that was just hosted in Edmonton at the beginning of June. Each year, chapters interested in hosting the Canada Conference put in a bid at the leadership conference that precedes the regular conference. Pitching to host the national conference traditionally involves a formal presentation to the gathered leadership, perhaps accompanied by a small trinket (quaintly known as bribery!). Our bribes started with Vanilla Cream chocolates from Roger’s Chocolates during our formal presentation, along with new VI pins for all of leadership, City of Vancouver pins and official 2010 Olympic pins for some. Last year, the ante was upped a little bit, and bidding chapters were made to perform a little song about their chapter, and its suitability to host. This year Pat Burns, the Canada Region Manager decided that each bidding chapter should act out a little skit entitled “I had the oddest request today…” where each group had to talk about the little known facts of the potential host city. VI’s skit was done by Ken Oldenburger as a pedi-cab driver, Leonora Casey as the tourist passenger, and (in his debut performance) Jon Weston as a table (see the ‘about’ page on our website to read the script from the skit). VI’s skit was met with equally entertaining skits by the Terra Nova chapter (Newfoundland and Labrador) and the National Capital Region (Ottawa) chapter. 
ARMA VI took the pitch a little further, and hosted a tasting party in the hospitality suite for leadership. Ken and Jon had previously spoken with many vendors who generously donated some of their wares to showcase in the ‘taste of Victoria’ party. Most prominently displayed was the vast spread from Spinnakers Brewpub, consisting of four different kinds of locally brewed beers, tastily paired with hand-made chocolates.  Needless to say, these pairings were well received by all! Not to be outdone, Sea Cider Farm and Ciderhouse donated two bottles each of their Pippins and Kings and Spies ciders, and Victoria Gin graciously gave a bottle of their gin which quickly became a favourite among gin drinkers and non-gin drinkers alike.  This tasting, in front of the proudly displayed Whale pop-up from Tourism Victoria made for a fantastic evening of gentle persuasion.  
The next morning, one representative from each chapter in Canada voted, and as most of you have undoubtedly heard, we won! The 2012 ARMA Canada Conference will be held in Victoria, BC. VI will host in cooperation with the ARMA Vancouver chapter. Both boards are very excited about this wonderful opportunity. Anyone interested in participating in this exciting conference can contact any of the board members from either chapter. 
Most of our efforts this year were aimed at chapter-focused things that needed to be done, and future planning, however we were still able to host a well attended full-day event up at the University of Victoria on basic records management, titled RIM 101. The event, which was delivered by members of the VI board, brought out about 40 people, many of whom were new faces to us. The session was well received, so much so that we are planning to make it available again. 
In 2010, you’ll hear a lot about the Olympics. But you’re also going to hear about Wine-ing About Records, the conference that VI, Vancouver and Calgary will be co-hosting in Kelowna. The conference is due to take place immediately following Thanksgiving, so mark your calendars and watch our website for more information as it comes available. 
This AGM ends my time as President. I have enjoyed my role, I’ve learned a lot, made many a new friend and have even acquired the name of Queen of Victoria from my Canadian counterparts. I will be sad to pass along the crown, however, and I am very pleased to announce that Jon Weston will be filling the role of President of the ARMA VI board for this term. Some of you may have met Jon in Edmonton, where he was able to attend his first Leadership Conference and helped out with the conference by being a speaker’s assistant. Jon is enthusiastic, innovative and ambitious, and I am sure that he will provide exemplary leadership to the board. I humbly pass the VI gavel to Jon. 

Your outgoing VI President,
Emily Shrimpton

